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“The angry fit 
I’ve thrown at 
God for our 

obstacles and 
delays has 
revealed 

something in me:  
I was clinging to 
the gift over the 

Giver…” 
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Parking Update! 

Beginning August 
1st, we will no longer 
be able to park at the 
Skate Inn for any 
church function.  

Please start making it 
a habit to park in 
front of the Seeds of 
Grace Distrib. Center 
or Pilchuck Dance 
Academy.  

+����6 �

����	�7�������"����!� $
�	����/�
��"#��;�
���.�.4����	
��4�����	
����������������
� �
��
�������1
���������2��	���/�
�����
�����������
/�������� ���'��	��	������������
����������
�7
���	����

1�	
��#
������-2����/�
���%���!D0��	�������	�'�/�
��
����
�	��
�� �����.�����/�
�����
�	
��/�
0�
����	�'��	�.��	��1�����2����/�
��
��
���������� ����:�����/�
)���
������D0����������
��.���������
����,9���<���/�
��4��'�����D�
���!DF���4��	8=�

In the aftermath of our north building sale falling through, we’re at the end of ALL 
IN without new space, and I’m frustrated.  It’s worse than that, truth be told. Try 
this sometime:  promise your child candy and then withhold it; that’s a recipe for a 
raving fit.  Well, I felt a building taken for granted, it’s been withheld, and I’ve 
thrown my own fit before God.  

The question left on the table is this: what is God SAYING through all of this?  I’d 
be kidding myself if I didn’t think that dozens of minds and hearts at AC3 are right 
now, as I type this, discerning their own answers to that very question.  Some will 
interpret God’s vote as no confidence in me.  After all, I’m the one who felt the 
strong leading of God to move us into ALL IN in the first place, and to risk 
greatly.  Others will perhaps just feel God saying, these are temporary obstacles, 
persevere.  Still others will hear God in the circumstances saying, this is discipline, 
turn from the path you’re on. 

Barring special revelation, the interpreting of God’s word behind these events is 
going to be a very individual process for us.  How does a Christian interpret resis-
tance in their life?  It might be resistance from disobedience.  It might be resis-
tance from Satan whom we believe to be a real force dead set against the advance-
ment of the church.  It might be “collateral damage” from discipline done to others 
– which of us these days isn’t suffering for bad financial decisions made by oth-
ers?  Pain also might be an opportunity sent by God for learning, for growth, for 
change. 

I’m not done processing this myself, but I’ve already settled on one thing God’s 
said to me.  It’s about idolatry.  When I confessed that I felt abandoned in this, a 
friend of mind said, “but you still have the Presence…. Isn’t that enough?”   

What?  “The Presence, Rick, God’s presence.”  I haven’t been able to shake that 
one comment.  “What about the Presence?”  You still have the Giver, even if his 
gifts are delayed.  Don’t you?  Yes, I do. That’s the gospel I preach.  This week 
Dan’s preaches on the Exodus, where God says, “you know, I’m going to give you 
everything you wanted, the Promised Land, but I’m not going to go with 
you.”  (Ex 33:2,3)  And that’s when Moses gets it.  Wait, it’s not about the Prom-
ised Land… it’s about the Promiser.       
            (continued on page 3)�
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And he says with passion, “if your Presence doesn’t go with us, do not send us up 
from here”.   He gets it.  The question is, will I?  The angry fit I’ve thrown at God 
for our obstacles and delays has revealed something in me:  

“You said ALL IN was as much about discipleship as square footage, no?  Oh, 
that was just a line you fed the congregation!  Did you really mean that?  Be-

cause if you did, then here’s your discipleship growing deeper than ever before:  
Do not reduce me to just a gift giver in the sky.  Will you love Me for more than 

just My benefits?” 

God said He’d give his People the land – without himself.  And Moses said, “no.  
I don’t want that deal.  I know on which side my bread is buttered… I know the 
SOURCE of the blessing.  I know the WHO behind the WHAT… and I want 
HIM rather than any “WHAT” he could offer.  I want relationship… the other 
stuff, is just stuff.” 

So what now?  Well, a lot of questions remain… but there’s one thing that’s crys-
tal clear to me:  I WANT God more than I want anything else on earth.  I had a 
quote in my office about the blessings that come from faith risks.  It’s good and 
helpful as far as it goes, but for now, I’ve chosen to cover it with a sheet of paper 
with Ps 73:25-26 printed on it: 

 Whom have I in heaven but you? 
I desire you more than anything on earth.  

My health may fail, and my spirit may grow weak, 
but God remains the strength of my heart; 

he is mine forever. 
�
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� 7/5   - RYM BBQ & Game Night at AC3 (5-9 PM)  
 7/12 - RYM   
 7/19 - RYM 
 7/26 - RYM  
 August - No RYM Sunday Group 
 Sept. 13th—RYM Sundays Return! 
 
If you are entering 6th grade this fall, you will be able to join RYM starting Sept. 
13th @ 6:07 PM, our first week back. Look forward to seeing you then!         �
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